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Instead of doing this they fatigued themselves by too
much haste. They had grown tired of waiting for a
carriage that seemed likely to contain somebody of
mark. The Chancellor had passed, but in broad day-
light, and they were afraid in consequence to stop him.
M. le Due d'Orleans had passed, but in a post-chaise,
which they mistrusted. At last Beringhen appeared
in one of the King's coaches, attended by servants in
the King's livery, and wearing his cordon bleu, as was
his custom. They thought they had found a prize in-
deed. They soon learnt with whom they had to deal,
and told him also who they were. Guetem bestowed
upon Beringhen all kinds of attention, and testified a
great desire to spare him as much as possible all fa-
tigue. He pushed his attentions so far that they
caused his failure. He allowed Beringhen to stop and
rest on two occasions. The party missed one of their
relays, and that delayed them very much.

Beringhen, delighted with his rescue, and very grate-
ful for the good treatment he had received, changed
places with Guetem and his companions, led them to
Ham, and in his turn treated them well. He wrote to
his wife and to Chamillart announcing his release, and
these letters were read with much satisfaction by the
King.

On Tuesday, the 2Qth of March, Beringhen arrived
at Versailles, about eight o'clock in the evening, and
went at once to the King, who was in the apartments
of Madame de Maintenon, and who received him well,
and made him relate all his adventures. But the King
was not pleased when he found the officers of the
stable in a state of great delight, and preparing fire-